
  

  

   Comparative Religions  

MIS - 340  

Introduction  

Studying Comparative Religions can often leave the student bewildered. The diverse and 

sincere beliefs held by each follower could cause the Christian student to question the 

existence of truth in matters of religion. Many of the world's faiths seem to be a mixture 

of truth and lie, with one person or principle responsible for the universe, and to whom 

they pay honor and reverence.  

  

We are to be concerned with what our fellow man believes. Their convictions command 

their interest, study, and respect. As we study other religions, we, the Christian student, 

will many times find ourselves being rebuked, instructed, and inspired. This becomes 

vivid when we look at the fidelity in prayer and fasting found in the followers of Islam, or 

the quiet, dignified self-discipline of the Buddhist. These disciplines are noble and valid, 

just as much of the non-Christian teaching undoubtedly is. The Christian student could 

find himself in trouble if he dares to meddle with the practices of other religions.  

  

How can we, as Christian students, be confident in our faith? If we study Christian history, 

we find it full of sin, intolerance, frailty and division. The Christian religion, through the 

centuries, has been filled with a myriad of human error. So what gives us our confident 

conviction in what we see as the truth? It is belief, faith, and trust in Jesus Christ, as the 

Messiah. The history of Israel stands behind Him, God's workings with and revelations 

through Abraham, Moses, and a host of prophets. The Old Testament, through promise, 

prediction, and pre-figuration, looks toward the One Who was, and did, come. There is 

no question as to whether Jesus came. His teachings and the impact He made were both 

in His life and in His death. There is also no doubt that after His death, His disciples on 

the day of Pentecost, became witnesses whom no trouble or persecution could silence. 

They turned the world upside down with His truth. This is the same truth that we must 

hold fast.  

  

 A.  Why Study Other Religious Beliefs?  

  

There is often a challenge by people of other religious beliefs with arguments of all 

types that appear valid. Christianity is not compatible with other religions/cults. The 

argument that Jesus was only a great teacher or the uniqueness of Jesus Christ 



  

  

as the only way to know the living God should be stressed because of this 

incompatibility. Christianity is not compatible with cults, non-Christian religions, 

secular religions or the occult. It is because of attacks upon Christianity by these 

other religions that the Christians went on the defensive. They had to present the 

truth to combat the deviations that were presented as true apostolic Christian 

doctrine. We must learn what these different groups believe and, most importantly, 

understand why those beliefs are not compatible with Biblical Christianity. The 

Bible says, "...be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a 

reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear..." (1Pe.3:15).  We 

believers in Christ have a huge responsibility to answer those that speak out 

against the true faith. We must do this in a manner that shows them that it is 

possible to disagree with their beliefs, yet love them as Christ loves them. It is the 

teachings, the lies that we are opposed to, and not the people who follow them.  

  

Most of the more than four billion (4,000,000,000) people living today, who follow 

one of the world's major false religions are ignorant of the basic tenets of their own 

religion. Many of them follow it because their parents did, but even those who have 

made a decision personally to follow it have a shallow and limited understanding 

of their own faith. This is why the Christian student studies other religions.  

  

 B.  Religion Defined  

  

Religion can be defined as the attempt to live harmoniously with the power or 

powers a person believes are controlling his living area or world.  

  

The English word "religion" comes from the Latin word, “religio.” There is no clear 

agreement as to the original meaning of the word. It has been said that the root 
came from "lig," which means "to bind."  Therefore, religion would signify a binding 

relationship between man and his god. Some have said that the root is "leg," which 

means "to take up, gather, count, or observe." The meaning suggests the 

observation of the signs of divine communication. Still others say both meanings 

are accurate and have significance.  

  

Secular religions, without a belief in God or the supernatural, and involving no form 

of worship or liturgy, still are world views which seek to explain the "why" of 

existence. Man asks this question above all others. Because they have their own 

"creeds,' "scriptures," "clergy," and closely knit groups, they may accurately be 

labeled religions.  

  

 C.  Religion is in All Cultures  

  



  

  

In all history and every civilization man has, in some form, worshiped or given 

homage to any number of "deities" thought to be more powerful than himself. 

Ancient societies that are being uncovered with today's technologies all show signs 

of some form of religion with its practice.  

  

Religion meets a need in man. Help that is offered through faith gives confidence 

to him in the outcome of the troubles we face in life. The power and strength that 

the believer feels, the ability to carry, or at least bear, burdens without complaint, 

the ability to find solutions to the problems of good and evil, the offer of hope for a 

better future, and the working plan of salvation are just some of the needs that 

religion meets. One man of God said,   

"The distinguishing function of religion, in contrast with that of philosophy or 

ethics, or any of the idealizing or cultural activities, is to give a human being 

the supreme satisfaction of his life through a vital relationship with what he 

recognizes as the superhuman Power, or Powers, in the world."   

  

Religion means different things to different people. The rituals and practices that 

are performed are as varied as the religions are themselves. All religions/faiths are 

not the same. They are not just separate, individual pathways leading to the same 

god/God. Though there are similar teachings occurring in more than one religion, 

there are differences between them with as much contrast as black have with 

white.  

  

 D.  Orthodox Beliefs of Christianity  

  

There are three (3) branches of Christianity. They are Roman Catholic, Eastern 

Orthodox, and Protestant. There is a general agreement among them as to many 

essentials of the faith, but there are also rather divergent doctrinal disagreements. 

In the matter of final authority, there is agreement among these branches of 

Christianity regarding the Divine inspiration of the Scriptures of the Old and New 

Testaments. However, there is also a divergent opinion in the Roman Catholic and 

Eastern Orthodox branches of the Church, which go beyond the Protestant Bible, 

as to their source of authority; thereby leaving them open to question.  

  

The Roman Catholic Church that has been in existence for nearly nineteen (19) 

centuries accepts the sixty six (66) books of the Old and New Testaments as the 

inspired Word of God. However, they also accept the Apocrypha as being inspired 

of God. Then, with another divergence, they consider church tradition as being as 

authoritative as the Scriptures.  

  



  

  

The Eastern Orthodox Church accepts the sixty six (66) books of the Old and New 

Testaments as God's inspired revelation. However, though they do not use the 

Apocrypha, they do add their church tradition and see it as just as authoritative as 

the Scriptures.  

  

The Protestant Church, just over five (5) centuries old, holds that Scripture alone 

is the final authority when it comes to matters of faith and practice. The Scriptures 

testify that they are complete in what is revealed and that they are the standard 

and final authority on all matters of doctrine, faith, and practice. "All Scripture is 

inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training 

and righteousness" (2Ti.3:16 NASB).  

  

1. In the Scriptures we find the doctrine of God.  

This doctrine holds that there are three (3) persons in the Godhead: the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; and that these three (3) are one (1) 

God, being the same in substance, and equal in power and glory.  

  

2. In the Scriptures we find the Person of Jesus Christ.  

  

He is central to the Christian faith. His identity, as founder of the faith, Jesus 

Christ, is of monumental importance to have a proper view of Who He is.  

  

3. Jesus was one hundred percent (100%) human.  

  

Although supernaturally conceived by the Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ, God in 

human flesh, Jesus Christ, was also fully man. We can see this from several 

things the Scriptures tell us.  

  

a. He grew intellectually and physically (Lk.2:52).  

  

b. He desired and needed food (Mt.4:2).  

  

c. He became tired (Jn.4:6).  

  

d. He needed sleep (Mt.8:24).  

  

e. He cried (Jn.11:35).  

  

f. He died (Jn.19:33).  



  

  

  

4. Jesus was one hundred percent (100%) God  

  

Jesus of Nazareth was a man. He was God in human flesh. The Scriptures 

clearly teach that He was Immanuel, God with us, a man. They likewise 

make it clear that He was God.  

  

5. Jesus made Divine claims about Himself.  

  

There are many references by Jesus and His disciples as to whom He was. 

John 1:1, John 14:9, John 5:18, Titus 2:13, and John 13:19 are just a few 

of the references that clearly point out the Divinity of Christ.  

  

  

6. Jesus did divine works while here on earth.  

The list of works of Jesus, according to John (Jn.21:25), were of a 

staggering nature. Some of the works attributed to Christ as well as to God 

are listed below.  

  

a. Christ created all things (Jn.1:3; Co.1:6; He.1:10).  

  

b. Christ upholds all things (Co.1:17; He.1:3).  

  

c. Christ directs and guides the course of history (1Co.10:1-11).  

  

d. Christ forgives sin (Mk.2:5-12; Co.3:13).  

  

e. Christ bestows eternal life (Jn.10:28; 1Jn.5:10).  

  

f. Christ will raise the dead at the resurrection (Jn.11:25; 

Jn.5:21, 28, 29).  

  

g. Christ will be the judge of all men in a final judgment (Jn.5:22, 

27; Mt.25:31-46; 2Co.5:10).  

  

7. Jesus possessed Divine attributes.  

  

a. We can see these attributes by demonstration.  

  



  

  

1) Jesus exercised authority over nature (Mk.4:35-41).  

  

2) Jesus knew what was happening when He was far 

away from the scene (Jn.1:47-50).  

  

3) Jesus knew the thoughts of men (Lk.6:8).  

  

4) Jesus had authority over life and death (Lk.7:11-17).  

  

b. We can see these attributes by association.  

  

Christ demonstrated the ability to do the impossible things that only 

God could do. These attributes were attributed to God and were also 

attributed to Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ, therefore, possesses the 

metaphysical attributes of God. These attributes could be called the 

essence of God. Listed below are some of these attributes.  

  

1) Christ was/is self-existent.   

  

Christ is not dependent on anyone or anything for His 

existence.  All other life is dependent on Him (Jn.1:4; Jn.14:6).  

  

2) Christ was/is eternal.   

  

As this attribute is used of God, it means to be without 

beginning or end (1Jn.5:11-20).  

  

3) Christ was/is all knowing.  

  

This attribute, also known as omniscience, is the quality of 

possessing all knowledge. This is knowledge of what will 

happen, the same as what did happen. Biblical evidence for 

omniscience that is attributed to Christ is found in three (3) 

areas.  

  

a) It is shown in the opinion of the disciples 

(Jn.16:30; Jn.21:17).  

  

b) It is shown in the testimony of Scripture (Jn.6:64; 

Jn.2:23-25).  



  

  

  

c) There are examples shown from Scripture  

(Lk.5:22; Jn.4:16-19; Jn.21:6; Mt.17:24-27).  

  

4) Christ was/is all powerful.   

  

God cannot do everything, for there are some things that God 

will not do, because they are forbidden by His Divine nature. 

In other words, the only thing God cannot do is sin. This 

attribute is also known as omnipotence (Mk.10:27; Jn.5:19).  

  

5) Christ was/is present everywhere.  

  

This is known as omnipresence. God is everywhere, at all 

times; there is not any place where He is not present 

(Mt.28:20).  

  

  

8. God has moral attributes.  

Christ possesses the moral attributes of God. These are attributes 

describing the character of God. God's attributes are qualities that are all 

true of God and do not exist in isolation. One of these attributes does not 

exclude any other attribute. The character of God is affected by those 

qualities which are true of His essence. There are four (4) of these 

attributes.  

  

a. He is holy.   

  

This means God cannot sin, and is pure. He is unspoiled by evil or 

sin, either by act or nature. Christ also possesses this attribute 

(Lk.1:35).  

  

b. God is truth.    

  

Truth is when our actions are consistent with our words and having 

those words and actions match with the real world (Jn.14:6).  

  

c. God is love.   

  



  

  

Unconditional love, in its nature, is an attribute of God (Jn.3:16).  

  

d. God is righteous.   

  

He is a righteous or just God. Righteousness means a standard. 

God's standard of love, justice, and holiness is what He expects in 

our daily lives. Only God's righteous standard is acceptable to Him. 

Christ was our perfect substitute, and was accepted in our place as 

our righteousness (Ro.5:9).  

  

9. Jesus received worship as God.  

  

Jesus allowed men to worship Himself, something that is reserved for God 

alone (De.6:13; Mt.4:10; Mt.2:2,11; Mt.28:9; Mt.28:17; Jn.9:38).  

  

10. In the Scriptures we find the doctrine of the Church.  

  

The true Church is made up of those individuals who have placed their faith 

and trust in Christ as their Savior. It is not just attending church or having 

one's name on a membership list. This does not make a person a member 

of Christ's true Church. It requires the transforming work of the Holy Spirit, 

bringing change in the heart of the repentant sinner that qualifies a person 

for membership in the true Body of Christ.  

  

11. In the Scriptures we find the atonement.  

  

The Deity of Christ, sinless and perfect, was satisfactory to God as a just 

substitute and punishment for the sins of the world.  

  

12. In the Scriptures we find the doctrine of salvation.  

  

The doctrine of salvation is connected with the death of Christ, as 

atonement, on the cross. Christ’s death satisfied God's requirement of 

punishment of sin.  He was the sacrifice for the world's sins. The Bible 

teaches that salvation is by grace. It is not earned, but is a free gift of God 

to all those who believe in Christ. Receiving Christ by faith causes a 

person's sins to be forgiven and they become children of God, a new 

creation in Christ Jesus (Ep.2:8-9; Ti.3:5; Jn.I:12; Ep.1:7; 2Co.5:17). 

Nothing or no one can add anything to the completed atoning work of Christ. 

It is simply received by faith, and by faith alone.  



  

  

  

13. In the Scriptures we find the doctrine of man.  

  

God created us male and female, in His own image, in knowledge, 

righteousness, and holiness. He gave us dominion over the creatures of the 

earth (Ge.1:26).  

  

14. In the Scriptures we find the Deity of the Holy Spirit.  

  

The Holy Spirit is personal and is God, the third (3rd) Person of the Holy 

Trinity. The Holy Spirit displays attributes as God.   

  

a. The Holy Spirit can be grieved (Ep.4:30).   

  

b. The Holy Spirit can be resisted (Ac.7:51).   

  

c. The Holy Spirit can be lied to (Ac.5:3).   

  

d. The Holy Spirit can speak (Ac.21:11).   

  

e. The Holy Spirit can think (Ac.15:28).   

  

f. The Holy Spirit can teach (Lk.12:12).   

  

Thus, we see that the Holy Spirit is personal. He is spoken of as a Divine 

person, having the attributes of God. The Holy Spirit is all powerful 

(Lk.1:3537), eternal (He.9:14), and all knowing (1Co.2:10-11). The Scripture 

teaches that lying to the Holy Spirit is lying to God (Ac.5:3-4).  

  

The Holy Spirit also was/is involved in Divine works, including creation 

(Ge.1:2; Job 33:4), the new birth (Jn.3:5), the resurrection of Christ 

(Ro.8:11), and the inspiration of the Bible (2Pe.1:20-21). To blaspheme 

against the Holy Spirit is the only listed unforgivable sin (Mt.12:31-32). Thus, 

we conclude that the Holy Spirit is God, the third (3rd) person of the Holy 

Trinity.  

  

 E.  Conclusion  

  

The teachings from the Scriptures on the person of Jesus Christ are very clear. He 

was fully God and at the same time fully man. To deviate from this position is 



  

  

heretical. The various religions of the world attempt to make Jesus something less 

than God, but they cannot go to the Bible for proof.  

  

Bible believing Christians knows that God is personal, eternal and triune. The cults 

all deny one (1) or more of these essential Bible doctrines.   

  


